
APRIL 2016 

Cottage Grove Reports 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Spring Cleanup Day is May 7 

Call for Artists for Summer Art Show 

Night to Unite Informational Picnic 

Sod Damage Information 

Know the Code Workshop 

ALDI Sets Opening Date 

70th Street and Jamaica Avenue  
 Construction 

Council Adopts Strategic Plan 

River Oaks Golf Course  

Ice Arena News 

Recreation Activities: Summer 
 Supervised Playgrounds 

Officer Patrick Nickle Promoted to Sergeant 

CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE | 12800 RAVINE PARKWAY S | COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016 | 651‐458‐2800 

City Park Improvements 

During the summer months, 
residents will see work being done 
at some of the City parks.  
 
Granada Park is getting a picnic 
shelter, more playground 
equipment and pickleball courts.  
 
Both Kingston and Hamlet Parks 
will undergo a complete playground 
renovation with new play 
equipment added.  
 
Woodridge Park underwent 
renovations in 2015, including the 
addition of a larger building and 
more parking spaces. Additional 
landscaping will take place this year.  
 
Watch for grand opening dates for 
the Gateway North Open Space 
and Cedarhurst Meadows Parks.  
 
Visit the City’s website for 
locations of all of the City parks.  

The Cottage Grove Police Department 
promoted Officer Patrick Nickle to rank of 
Sergeant at the March 16 City Council 
meeting. Nickle has been a patrol officer with 
the City since 2003. At the swearing in 
ceremony, City Administrator Stevens 
administered the oath of office and Nickle’s 
son Jacob, 10, pinned his badge.  
 
Nickle is a Cottage Grove native and earned 
his Bachelor’s Degree in law enforcement 

from Metropolitan State University. He has 
been a firearms instructor, a school resource 
officer, a juvenile detective and a sniper and 
commander on SWAT, earning a medal of 
valor. In his 26 years of military service, he 
served on active duty in the Marine Corps and 
as a military policeman in the Army Reserve. 
He was deployed twice; once to Bagram, 
Afghanistan,  where he earned a Bronze Star, 
and to Qatar. Nickle retired from the military 
April 1. 

Celebrate Arbor Day at Arbor Meadows Park April 30 

Get ready to play in the dirt as we celebrate 
Arbor Day at Arbor Meadows Park, 8505 
Johanson Ave., on April 30 from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to join City officials and 
staff for a morning of tree, shrub and flower 
planting to enhance the neighborhood park. 
Bring shovels and work gloves if you have 
them. There will be beverages as well as 
activities for kids. 
 
Residents are also encouraged to remove 
buckthorn from their property to help 
promote a healthier urban forest. Call 651-458
-2844 by 3 p.m. on April 29 to schedule a 
curbside buckthorn pickup for May 2 and 3. 

Residents helping plant shrubs at the 2015 Arbor Day event  

Prevent Spread of Oak Wilt 
As of April 6, the DNR has asked that oak 
tree pruning be stopped for this year’s 
growing season. The reason to quit pruning to 
help prevent the spread of Oak Wilt is 
because beetles are attracted to the fresh cut 

branches and can spread the fungus from an 
infected tree to a healthy tree. Oak tree 
pruning can typically resume near October, 
but that depends on the weather.  
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April 23 Stone Soup’r Bowl 
 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Park Grove 
 Bowl, 1020 Hastings Ave., St. 
 Paul Park. More info: 
 stonesoupthriftshop.org.  

May 15 8th Annual River Bend Auto 
 Club Car Show 
 11 a.m.–3 p.m., River Oaks 
 Golf Course, 11099 Highway 
 61 S. Registration 11 a.m. 
 sharp. More info: 
 www.riverbendautoclub.com  

May 22 22 a Day is 22 Too Many 
 A 22 Mile Walk/Run to 
 raise awareness of veteran 
 suicides 8 a.m. start from 
 Cottage Grove Armory, 8180 
 Belden Blvd. Walk, run, or 
 march for 22 miles. Kids fun 
 hours 11 a.m.–3 p.m. More 
 info: http://22adayis 
 22toomany.weebly.com 

Mid–June Farmers Market Opens 
 www.cguccfarmersmarket.org  

Artists are invited to 
participate in the first 
Art Fair being held as 
part of the Cottage 
Grove Strawberry 
Fest.  

The art fair hours are 
3 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, June 16 and 
Friday, June 17 and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 18.  

The cost for a 10 x 10 booth is $150, or 
$300 for a 10 x 20.  

Art fair information, including a complete 
list of categories, and application forms 
are available online at 
www.cottagegrovestrawberryfest.com. 
Applications are due by April 25.  

The event is presented by the Cottage 
Grove Arts Commission.  

It's not too early to begin making plans to 
dispose of unwanted items at the annual 
Spring Cleanup Day.  

Bring your items to the Cottage Grove 
Public Works Garage, 8635 W. Pt. 
Douglas Rd. S. on Saturday, May 7,  
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

The enclosed flyer lists items accepted and 
fees. Only cash or checks will be accepted. 

Call 651-458-2808 with questions.  

Spring Cleanup Day Set for May 7 

Save the Date: April 28 

ALDI plans to open for 
business on April 28. The new 
grocery store is located  
at 9010 Jamaica Avenue S. 
Watch the City’s website for more details 
as the date draws nearer.  

Night to Unite Informational Picnic—May 19 
You’re invited to join Public Safety for a 
fun and informative evening learning 
about Night to Unite and the City’s new 
Inclusive Playground.  

The annual Night to Unite informational 
picnic will take place at Woodridge Park, 
May 19, from 6 to 8 p.m. Pizza, cookies 
and beverages will be served while 
supplies last. 

If you’re interested in hosting a Night to 
Unite party, you can get the information 
you need at this picnic, and even register 
your party early—ensuring that Public 
Safety will visit your party on Night to 
Unite.  

Public Safety is excited to bring the picnic 
to Woodridge Park this year as this will be 
the location of the new Inclusive 
Playground. Parks and Rec staff will be at 
the picnic to talk about this exciting 
endeavor and answer questions.  

If you are unable to attend the picnic, but 
wish to host a Night to Unite party in 
August, please contact Community Affairs 
Officer Gail Griffith at 651-458-6040 or 
ggriffith@cottage-grove.org. You can 
also check out the City website for 
information or download a registration 
form.  

Night to Unite is Tuesday, Aug. 2. 

Artists Wanted For Strawberry Fest Art Fair 

April 28 Know the Code 
 6:30–8 p.m., City Hall, 12800 
 Ravine Parkway S.  
 Learn about common code 
 violations and enforcement in 
 the City. Have your questions 
 answered by the City’s Code 
 Enforcement Officer. No 
 cost to attend; refreshments 
 served. Presented by the 
 Cottage Grove Public Safety 
 Board. Call 651-458-6040 for 
 more information.  

Damaged Sod  
If your boulevard grass was damaged by a snowplow this past winter, maintenance 
workers will repair the damage with black dirt and grass seed as soon as possible in  
the spring, typically in May. Please call Public Works at 651-458-2808 to report  
damage caused by a snowplow. This phone number is answered 24 hours a day,  
seven days a week. 

Coming Up 
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 The Junior Golf programs are designed for youth ages 7 to 14. Two sessions 
are offered at $75 each. Session 1 is June 13 to 17 and Session 2 is June 20 
to 24. 

 Ladies Only Golf Clinics are $10 each, last an hour, and are limited to eight. 
Choose from a variety of topics, dates and times. Clinics run April to May. 

 Adult Group Lessons cover grip, stance, putting, chipping, woods, irons, rules 
and etiquette. Choose from four sessions, beginning in May. $75 per session. 

 Visit www.riveroaksmunigolf.com for golf rates, and information on golf 
leagues, lessons and specials.  
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Work related to the 70th Street and Jamaica 
Avenue improvement project is scheduled 
to begin the week of April 11, weather 
permitting. Work will continue through the 
summer with anticipated completion in 
September.  

As part of this project a roundabout will be 
constructed at the intersection of 70th 
Street and Jamaica Avenue. A temporary 
bypass lane will be constructed on the 
north side of the intersection allowing east 
and west traffic on 70th Street to remain 
open. Jamaica Avenue will be closed both 
from the north and south at 70th Street 

while the roundabout is under construction.  

The first phase of the project will involve 
construction of the bypass lanes during the 
month of April. Once the bypass lanes are 
complete, the intersection will close so the 
roundabout can be built. It is anticipated 
that roundabout construction will be 
complete by the end of July, but this date is 
weather dependent. Additional paving will 
take place on Jamaica Avenue and 70th 
Street upon completion of the roundabout.  

Rose of Sharon Church, located at the 
northeast corner of 70th Street and Jamaica 
Avenue, can be accessed from Jamaica 

Avenue north of 70th Street. Light the Way 
Church, located at the southwest corner of 
70th Street and Jamaica Avenue, can be 
accessed from Jamaica Avenue south of 
70th Street. 

Please exercise extreme caution when 
entering or leaving the construction site.  

More information can be found on the 
project website at www.cottage-
grove.org/Jamaica70th. For questions 
related to the project, please call the project 
hotline at 651-604-4821 or send an email to 
70thandJamaica@Stantec.com. 

Upcoming Road Construction at 70th Street and Jamaica Avenue 

Council Adopts Strategic Plan 

The City Council adopted the 2016 
Strategic Plan at the March 16 meeting. 
The plan, which acts as a road map for 
Cottage Grove’s future,  identifies four 
strategic directions:  

 Positioning Cottage Grove for Growth 
 Making Cottage Grove a Recreation 

Destination 
 Reforming our Organizational Culture 
 Engaging the Community and 

Forming a Vision 
The full strategic plan can be viewed on 
the City’s website under the City 
Government tab.  

River Oaks 
Golf, Grill and 
Event Center 
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 For more information 651-458-3400  

COTTAGE GROVE  Ice Arena 
Flick Picks Ice Show 
May 6, 7:30 p.m. and May 7, 3 p.m.  
Tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for students 
and seniors and are available at the door. 
Skaters of all ages will perform to some  
of the best-loved songs from American 
cinema.  

Ice Skating School Lessons 
Sessions run June 13 to Aug. 18. Register 
online or call. 

Public Skating Sessions ($5) 
Bring the entire family!  Skate rentals $4. 
Skating aids (buckets) for beginners. Check 
the monthly event calendar online as 
session times vary.  

Figure Skater Practice ($5–$10) 
For the dedicated figure skater, level Alpha 
and above. Practice figure skating skills, 
jumps and spins. Check online or call as 
times may vary.  

Adult Open Hockey ($5) 
For ages 18+ on Monday evenings. Bring 
your own hockey equipment. Helmets 
required. Check the website for times or 
call. 

Indoor Turf Rental 
Indoor turf rental is available now through 
September. Details on the website or call 
for more information. 

Looking to rent ice?  
www.rinkfinder.com or 651-458-3400 

Advertise at the Ice Arena  
Call 651-458-3415  

Recreation News 

Supervised Playgrounds is a fun and 
safe place for your child to be cared for 
during the summer. Each day they will 
enjoy arts and crafts, water activities, large 
and small group games, special events, 
sports, time for free play and new 
friendships!   
Ages: 5-13 
Place: Hamlet Park 
 8883 Hamlet Ave., or 
 Peter Thompson Park 
 6327 Highland Hills Blvd. 
Time: 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Dates:  Choose one day, one session, 
 or all sessions. 
Session 1: June 13-17 
Session 2: June 20-24 
Session 3: June 27-July 1 
Session 4: July 5-8 
Session 5: July 11-15 
Session 6: July 18–22 
Session 7: July 25-29 
Session 8: Aug. 1-5 
Session 9: Aug. 15-19 
Session 10: Aug. 22-26 
Session 11: Aug. 29-Sept. 2 

What to Send With Your Child 
Your child should be dressed appropriately 
for the day’s weather conditions as well as 
for the day’s planned activities, including 
tennis shoes. On Wednesdays they should 
bring a swimsuit, a towel and sunscreen. 

Participants must bring their own lunch, 
snacks, beverages and utensils. There is  
a refrigerator, microwave, and water 
fountain for use. Each child is strongly 
encouraged to bring their own water bottle 
daily. Please notify staff of any dietary 
restrictions or health-related concerns. 
Due to allergies, avoid sending food that 
contain nuts, including sunflower seeds.  
If your child arrives without a lunch, an 
attempt will be made to contact you to 
bring a lunch, otherwise one will be 
provided and a $5 fee added to your 
account.  

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
If your child is required to have a cell 
phone it will be kept in the office or their 
bag during the day. Electronic hand held 
video games are only allowed on 

Thursdays and only if they have an 
entertainment software rating of Everyone 
10+, or lower.  

RegistraƟon and Payment 
Registration forms are available on the 
City’s website. One must be completed for 
each participant. Registration and payment 
are not accepted at the park; all payments 
and changes must be made through the 
Recreation office.  
Cost: $80 per week, or 
 $20 per day 
 Note: There is a late fee of $10  
 per each 15 minutes past 4:30 p.m. 

AddiƟonal Summer Programs 
Safety Camp for ages 8 to 11 at Hamlet 
Park, July 19 and 20. Cost is $55. 

Adventure Camp for ages 5 to 13 at 
Woodridge Park, Aug. 8 to 12. Cost is 
$100, which includes lunches. 

For more information, download a 
Supervised Playgrounds brochure from the 
website or call 651-458-3400. 


