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Code Enforcement objectives
Abatement procedure
Foreclosed and vacant properties
Overall housing market 



Property Maintenance
Respond to citizen reports
Conduct Inspections 
Letters 
Abatements 

Vacant Properties
Compile multiple lists 
Maintain an inventory of foreclosed and vacant properties
Monitor vacant properties 
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Trash container storage

Vehicle parking surfaces

Yard waste disposal

Weed/grass height









Number decreased from previous years
Compliance rates improving
Increased use of abatement



Abatable nuisance conditions
Grass Cutting
Tall weed removal
Trash accumulation
Structure maintenance 

Code:
City Code Titles 4‐3‐1 and 4‐3‐2



Average over last four years: 43
2008: 36
2009: 20
2010: 65
2011: 50

Numbers By Month 2012: 
June: 5
July: 8
August: 1
▪ Total 2012: 14



Over grown grass & 
weeds
Fence in disrepair
Exterior storage 
issues‐shelves, 
washing machine 
under deck, 
junk/garbage on patio



Grass and weeds 
mowed
Removal of exterior 
storage/junk
Repair of chain link 
fence
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2010 Census
Count 

Housing 
Units

Total City
Foreclosures

Percent of Total 
Housing Units 

that are 
Foreclosures

Cottage 
Grove

11,719 191 1.6%

Forest Lake 7,014 182 2.5%

Oakdale 10,948 184 1.6%

Woodbury 22,594 350 1.5%



2011 Census 
Count 

Housing
Units

Total  City
Foreclosures

Percent of 
Total Housing 
Units that are 
Foreclosures

Cottage 
Grove

11,804 191 1.5%

Forest Lake 7,124 138 1.9%

Oakdale 11,033 121 1.0%

Woodbury 23,081 214 0.09%







In past 6 months every housing market 
measure has indicated improvement
Sales
▪ 4,883 closed sales

Prices
▪ Average Sale Price $222,922
▪ Price per square foot $104
Foreclosures
▪ 35.1% of active listings
▪ 36.0% of all closed sale properties.



August Year to 
Date 

2011 2012 +/‐ 2011 2012 +/‐

New Listings 50 57 +14.0% 464 479 +3.2%

Closed Sales 51 61 +19.6% 298 367 +23.2%

Median Sales Price $171,000 $186,610 +9.1% $159,950 $172,250 +7.7%

Price Per Square Foot $88 $95 +7.8% $88 $91 +3.5%

Percent of original list 
price received

92.9% 97.3% +4.7% 91.2% 95.4% +4.5%

Days on Market Until 
Sale

120 105 ‐12.3% 144 100 ‐30.5%

Inventory of Homes 
for Sale

183 118 ‐35.5% ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐



Year No. of    
Sales

Median Sale        
Price

Average Cumulative 
Days on Market

YTD. 2011
Cottage Grove 247 $157,500 150

St. Paul Park 44 $128,750 126

Newport 23 $91,444 144

YTD 2012
Cottage Grove 306 $170,000 100

St. Paul Park 43 $123,800 117

Newport 22 $108,291 90

*Through July







2011

2012






